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English Department – Grade 7 
 
Instructional Philosophy   
 
 The curriculum is aligned with the Common Core Learning Standards for English 
grade 7.   Students will develop an understanding and appreciation of literature.    
Through a scaffold approach to reading instruction, students will become active and 
independent readers.  Students will be able to analyze, evaluate, and make connections 
to literature.  Writing instruction is also a key component to the curriculum.  Various 
writing experiences expose students to a myriad of ways to communicate their ideas and 
promote individual growth.  The study of vocabulary, usage, grammar, and mechanics 
are also integral to developing life-long readers and writers.  
 This curriculum is achieved through the use of essential questions and “big 
ideas.”  Teachers differentiate content, process, and product where appropriate to allow 
each student to achieve his or her potential.  Quarterly benchmarks will measure growth 
and students’ reflections of understanding the writing process through various genres of 
writing. 
 
 
Overview of English 7 
 Our goals for English 7 students are to enable each student to meet or exceed the 
Common Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts: to develop each student’s 
skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research; to assist each student in 
working to the best of his or her ability; to promote the love of literature; to nurture each 
student’s creativity through the use of stimulating assignments. 
 
Knowledge and Skills Objectives 
 
Reading: 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 

4. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
5. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
6. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 

and proficiently. 
 
Speaking & Listening: 

1. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
2. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can 

follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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3. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

4. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated and appropriate.  

 
Writing: 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

3. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

4. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 

5. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Language: 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more 
fully when reading or listening. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and 
phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

5. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
Units of Study and Materials: 
 
Literature 
Novels 
Seedfolks     Paul Fleischmann 
The Pigman     Paul Zindel 
Tangerine     Edward Bloor 
Nightjohn     Gary Paulsen 
 
Drama 
A Christmas Carol    Charles Dickens 
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Short Stories 
Selections from Adventures for Readers: Book One 
Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voice, Timeless These- Bronze Level 
 
Poetry 
Assorted poems from a variety of writers and time periods  
 
Additional Units of Study:  

I.  Vocabulary 
Sadlier Oxford Vocabulary Workshop Level B Units 1-15 

 
II. Grammar & Mechanics 

End Punctuation 
Capitalization 
Punctuating 
Dialogue 
Indicating Titles 
Colon/Semicolon 
Comma 
Apostrophe 
Abbreviation 
Indirect and Direct 
Objects 

Noun 
Pronoun 
Verb 
Adjective 
Adverb 
Preposition 
Conjunction 
Interjection 
Simple/Complete 
Subject and Predicate 

 
III. Writing 

 Journal writing 

 Dialectical journal 

 Vignette 

 Memoir 

 Business letter 

 Friendly letter 

 Paragraph writing 

 Critical analysis 

 News article 

 Dialogue journals 
 
Assessments  
Students are assessed in a variety of ways including: 

 Essay tests  

 Quarterly Writing Benchmarks 

 Independent Reading Projects 

 Short answer tests on spelling, vocabulary, and grammar 

 Midyear assessment 

 Alternate assessments utilizing group and oral presentations to class 

 Reading comprehension quizzes 

 Final assessment 
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